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Sample Sizes, Mean Ages, and Career- and Family-Related Transitions (%) Broken Down by Region, School Track, Year, and Gender.

West

East

Vocationally oriented tracks

Academically oriented track

Vocationally oriented tracks

Academically oriented track

M9l F91 M9 F9 M9l FOL M6 F9 MOl F9L M9 F9 MOl F91 M9 F9
MARITAL STATUS

single 681 456 644 433 824 718 82 747 581 328 618 37.0 655 644 647 476
Cohabiting 129 183 188 180 99 135 108 148 174 197 194 278 155 139 188 BL7
Married® 190 360 168 387 77 147 40 105 245 475 188 352 191 218 165 20.7
LIVING WITH 103 258 115 318 37 181 17 81 241 567 172 449 118 168 140 265
CHILDREN

COMPLETION

OF TRAINING

<Age21 748 706 695 709 176 171 203 183 949 945 762 806 400 426 442 422
> Age 21 97 117 115 111 256 307 209 204 08 17 52 71 200 158 198 253
Not (yet) 155 177 190 180 568 522 588 613 43 38 186 123 400 416 360 325
FINANCIAL

SELF-SUPPORT

<Age21 735 708 656 668 223 224 220 237 897 874 684 745 382 277 419 398
> Age 21 140 169 170 190 224 249 226 188 40 59 141 138 136 218 162 265
Not (yet) 125 123 174 142 553 527 554 575 63 67 175 117 482 505 419 337
NOW INSCHOOL 95 102 194 204 634 600 695 780 28 42 113 151 645 673 570 47.0
EVER 265 248 281 242 110 90 113 102 186 265 423 498 109 139 291 301
UNEMPLOYED

NOW 45 23 87 48 37 24 23 32 87 218 107 142 45 40 23 108
UNEMPLOYED

Mean age 244 246 250 249 244 241 242 241 239 244 247 251 242 235 248 241
D 27 28 27 29 26 27 29 28 27 28 30 29 25 25 31 27
N 44 480 253 289 273 245 177 186 253 238 291 325 110 101 8 83
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#including separated, divorced, and widowed.

Non-college bound tracks:

«

Correspondence analysis: From complex percentage tables to an illustrative social map

The macrocontext moderates the connection between education and procreation

Transitions into Adulthood in Rapidly Changing Contexts

Usually, late financial independence and late family transitions are attributed to young people‘s extended education and exploration. However, presumably
based on their self-concepts and their role models, young eastern females quickly recovered from the initial ,.freeze effect” shortly after unification. They turned
back to relatively early self-support and procreation if their opportunities and prospects were positive. This held particularly true for well-educated young women.
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‘...that women from this educational niche, who were facing the highest risk of becoming victims of the economic restructuring
(lifetime prevalence of unemployment 49.8%), reacted with great caution toward serious long-term commitments such as marriage and parenthood. Instead of
making such commitments, they invested more time in their education.” College-bound tracks: “Backed by their better educational resources, they could afford
to maintain the Eastern habit of early family formation and parenthood and did not subscribe to the Western trend to postpone family formation and parenthood
to the 4th decade of life” (Reitzle & Vondracek, 2000, p. 457). Recent microcensus statistics underlined the peculiarities of the eastern German context with
regard to family formation: In 2000, 81% of 30-34 year-old eastern females (West: 62%), and 50% of the 25-29 year-olds (West: 39%) had children.

WFA 91

WEA 96 m No seff-support

m Inschool
W(est) E(ast)

M(ale) F(emale)
V(ocational) A(cademic)




	Foliennummer 1

